
I IF liC I Ml NT.
Trial cf President Andrew Johnson for

High Crimes and Misdemeanors.

CONCLUSION OF MR, WILLIAMS' ARGUMENT

The Alta Vela Case and the
Managers.

Spicy Debate Between Mr. Butlerand Mr. Nelson.

A lk IA A *% 4 1> * IIm Ter«»»e4ti IV*K
AUIC Al^Uillt'Ut UJf JUI< IU1

the Defciice.

SPECIAL TELEGRAM T3 THE HE1AL0.
WA8DINOT0V, April 28, 1««8.

Manager Williams finished his piece to-day, arter
speaking over an Hour and a half. He stated lew
points that have not already been gone over and
worn threadbare, but, like Jtuigc Nelson, he threw
in a tremendous amount or the poeUc and the
spread eaule, and it he could only have disengaged the
ham\. tligyi^d: the manuscript and (liven free scops
to his gesticulation the enect would lute been almost
buuuu1c*

There was a manifest Impatience to hear Mr.
Evarts, and no regret was expressed when Mr. Williamsresumed his accustomed sea:. But when, after
the recess, and after some time consume 1 in allowingthe Senators and Kepresentatlvffc to flnteh tlielr
social chats, and when Mr. Evarts had arranged his
notei and books of reference ready to begin. Ben Butlersprang up to make an explanation In the sliape of
a narration.which he read In order to be the wore

precise.about what he und three others of the Managershad to do with Jerry Black and the island of
Alta Vela, there was a regular commotion. This was
lu reply to a statement made by Judge Kelson, ou

Friday last, that Mince the articles of impeachment
were framed four of the Managers had endorsed a
sort of demand on the President to enlorcc the claims
of American citizens to the Island of Alta' Vela. Mr.
Butler confessed he signed such a paper, and
that It was published in the New Yokk IIkkald of
April 17. He waxed very wrothy over Judge Kelson's
expesi, and insinuated that it was unprofessional,
and something worse. Of course the Judge was
bound to reply, which he did under evident excitement.He disclaimed uny other motive in mentioningthe Alta Vela matter than to doawaywiih
the erroneous impression that Judge Iilack resigned
the President's defence because he considered his
case a desperate one. Up to the end of this explanation<he Judge kept himself well reined in; but the

^ ardent temper of Tennessee could brook it 110

longer, and lie lot full some few words remotelyhinting at pistols and eodee between
Butler and himself. Senator Yates called
"Order," and order was quietly resumed. Jud»?e
Nelson then went on to say tiiHt, with the permission
of the Senate, he would bring down the letter tomorrowsigned by the four Managers, and which w as
sent to thu President. General Logan stood up 10

something, but the usual tromor took possession
of Senators and he hail to sit down. Senator Conkling,however, interceded for him, and promised the
Senators who were opposed to General Lo./an
nnoninor Ma l»*»si that lia mtaiU4 a*«nnlf am1« .»
"rvum viiuu uv " vui'i o|/v-ua uuij u oiu^ic

sentence, lie then spoke and said the counsel was
mistaken in saying the paper wad signed ufter tUe
impeachment articles were drawn up. lie, for one,
signed It long before.
Mr. EvarU* at length got a chancc to begin his addressat about luilf-past two o'clock. At this time

there was a very full, expectant and brilliant
audience In the galleries. Mr. Evarte began in a
medium and measured tone of voice, dwelling on
the importance of the tr.al, the neat and unforeseen
results thnt were likely to flow from It, no matter
bow decided, and gr<iduaily launched out into a

grand and really Impressive exordium of the nature
of a court, the duties of Senators presiding In a judicialcapacity and the speciUc character of an oath.
His definition of an oath was something strikingly
figurative and eloquent. The lightulngs from the
surcharged clouds that strike the steel rod
reaching up to heaven and burle-» itself harmlessly
in the ground takes from the fortes of nature some
element inimical to its harmony; so with an onth, it
reaches up to Heaven und takes from the moral
nature of man the elements of interest, prejudice
and party, and leaves the Jieart pure to listen and
decide. Mr. Evarts logins the real part of his argumentto-morrow. lie did not feel disposed to-day to
weary the patience of llio Senate, who ha<l been
already listening for two hours and a hair to other
upeakers, with the dry details of his address.

It Is now understood that Mr. s>tanl>er.y Will have
bin argument read bofore the Senate. Although the
gentleman's health has sufficiently recovered to allowhim to lie out, he does not feel that he litis sufficientstrength to undertake the tusk of reading it
himself.
The radicals feel ver.v confident this evening as to

the result of the trial. It was declared to-day, by a

gentleman in a position to know, that the PresMent
will be found guilty on at least one of the ai tides
charged against him, and that by a strict party vote
on the other articles the siine parties feel assured of
a two-thirds vote. It is known that conviction on a

single count will be enfllcient for a resolution tli.it
the President be removed from office. This fact
largely multiplies the odds against the President,
and it rattier discouraging to the friends of acquittal.

Ut THE tULiil.

Twenty-filth l>ny.
I'NITKI) STATES RKNATR CttAMDEK. I

Wa«hii»otov. April as, lstas. f
When the Court ha<l been opened In due Corfu

Senator Sumweh said:.I send to the Chair nn
amendment to the rules of th«> Fenatc upon the trial
of Impeachment*. When that ha* been read, If there
l»e any object ion, 1 will ask that It no over until the
close of the argument, and tak.» It* place with fh?
other matters which will come up for consideration
at the time.
The amendment was read a* follow*:.
Whereas It i* provided in the constitution of the

Cnlicri States that on triaUof Impeachment l»y the
Senate no person shall be convicted without the concurringoftwo third* of the member* present; but
this requircmi nt of two-thlrd* is not extended to
the ludi moot In *ueh trials, which remains sub ect
to the general law tliat a majority prevail*, Therefore,In order to remove hiiv doubt thereupon,
Ordered, That any question which may arise with

regard to tho Judgment --hill 'h! determined bv a mijorltvof the member* pres. nt.
Senator Davis objected, m l
The Chif.f Justice eai<l:.It will lie over. The

ih'IHH H" inwl«Rvl « n in |mv\vv-«.

concu'sion <>k manaokk WILl.lamrt' ahccm f.st.

Mr. Manager Wii.mahs then. at quarter past
twelve, resumed Ills argnmont. After recapitulating
his positions of yesterday he look up tlic subject of the
President'* alipgct Jimtiilcatlon l».v reason of advice
given him by his Cabinet. He hel l that the President
could not shield himself behind the opinions
of his own creature*, whose sentiments were
prompted by fear of losing their positions,
lie characterised the Cabinet In Its newiv
assumed functions as a fundus growthwhich sought to make I'oeif a directory. He araned
that if members of the Cabinet were ih'en<}e<] n\ ffii
framers of our government to adviS" the President
on questions of general policy and shield him from
responsibility for hl» actions, thev would have be» n
made independent of )ns control. He claimed th.it
the President had lulled fo show any ^'fluent cause
fer his desire to remove Mr. stanion. True, he wika a
thorn in lils side, but so whs Congress, and so were
Orant anil every loyal man. Mr. Williams held tint
the wanted removal of a meritorious officer ffotn
motive-' of personal dislike I* of Itself «urticlcnt w arrantof inipeucnmcnt. lie referred to the Pr»«ldent'sfailure to commence l«val pro< eedlngs. which,lie maintained, wtmld not have united purm ?
to lmw .in interregnum wi.ere his own win
wi ii.il i.c ipreine. lie then gave a satirical aid
hutuoro.e- a<Hi',.pti<n of the conduct ol iieneial
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Thomas on the 21st and 22d of Pebruary, including
his appearance at the masquerade. With regard to
the defence set up by the {'resident that he has a right
to resist and bring to jndlcial decision laws lie considersunconstitutional Mr. William* maintained
that no provisions of the Constitution required such
a judicial continuation and thut extreme cases of
clearly unconstitutional laws were not su^posable.
He would admit that the Senate is now satin* as a
court, but it was a court holding exclusive jurisdiction,which could decide this whole matter according
to its own Ideas, guided but not bound by precedent
and laws. Mr. Williams then argued that the suspensionof Mr. Stanton was made under the Tenure
of oittce law,V!ilcti the President thereby recognized.
He then maintained tiuit the averment of evil Intent
was not necessary In this case, as in all others it was
inferred from the uct itself, comparing the conduct
of Mr. Jounson with that of James the (second, he
said it only now remained to sec whether the parallelwould be completed. He? contended that the
safety of the people, the supreme law was the only
law l»y which this wise should properly be tried. It
was belittled by trivial and impertiuent legal technicalities,and lie besought the benate to take the
larger view. In regard to the eleventh article, he
had not the heart to dwell upon the disgraceful couductwhich formed the subject. If the President,
like his counsel, made merry over ltr he would only
-ay thut Nero ilddlcd while llome was burniug, and
that one culprit would lind in the Senate a censor
more stern than Cato. lu conclusion he said the result
of the trial would determine whether the President
o« u»e reuaie would pa aowu. aim uepieiiu/ a series
of fearful consequences, which, he would follow
lroiu the acquittal. He contrasted them with a
giowing picture of peace, prosperity and happiness
to result from the Fraddeivs conviction.

Mr. WlUiau*nmMN ins remarks at i:40 P. M.,
when, on motion of senator Johnson, the Court took
a recess of lliicen minutes, which, an uaual, wan
spun out to half aii hour.
UA.NAOEU fJCTLEit'fl EXCF.PTIOSS TO A POltTION OK

Mi:. XBIBOS'S AHOCMBNT.
After recess Mr. Botlgu said, I ask le.ive, Mr.

President a tut Senators to make a short narratlud tff
facta rendered necessary by what fell from Mr. Ncl:son, of counsel tor th; President, iu his siieooh of
Friday lust, wjitch will be found < a pages MO and
wo I'l Uie recoi ls.
TheCniKK JiftTirB (interrupting).If there* Is no

objection tiio Honorable Manager may proceed.
Mr. liutlkk, c. miimlng.And for certainly, 1 have

reduced what t have 10 say upon tUU uiutter
> to WTitinsr. Mk. bitlkh men read as fc!«
lows:. 1 beg leave to make a variation
of facts rendered n?cessary by what was said
tiy Mr. Kelson, oT the counsel for the Pres.dent,
In his arguuieat on Friday last, contained on pax.es
88i, shy, h«<i of tne record, in relation to the Hon. J.
S. Black and the supposed conviction of some of llio
Managers and mcm*>ers of the House In regard to the
island or Alt a Vela. This explanation becomes neicossary because of the very anomalous course taken
by the learned counsel !n Introducing lu his argumentw hat lie colls a statement of facts, not one of
which would have been competent If offered in
evidence, pnd upoij which lie founded an attacknfjon a gvnlleman not present, and
from which he deduces Insinuations Injurious
to' some of the Manairers nnd other gentiemen
members of the House of Representatives who are
parties to the issue here and who have no opportunityto be heard. The learned counsel was strenuous
in urkuiiu'ih hi prove ui.ii imn was it couri ami us
proceedings were to be such only as are to be had in
Judicial tribunals; he therefore ought to have con{strained himself at least to act in accordance
with his theory. The veriest tyro in the
law in the most benighted portion of the
Southern country ought to know that in no
court, however rude and humble, would an
attack be allowed upon the absent or" counsel engagedin a cause upon a .statement ol pretended facts
unsupported by oaths, unsifted by cross-examination,and which those to Ik; affected bv them had no
opportunity to verify or to dispute. After extracting
the detail of a document, sent by his client
to the Senate, the counsel proceeds in relation
to a dispute concerning the Wand of Alia Vein,
as follows:."According to the best InformationI can obtain, 1 state that on the wth of
Muuih, isos, General U. P. iiutler addressed
a letter to J. W. Shaffer, in which he stated thut
he was clearly of opinion that under the claim
ofthel niied States its citizens had the exclusive
riulit to take guano there, and that he had never
been able to understand why the Executive did not

J long since assert the rights of the government, and
"! sustain the rightful claims of its citizens to the posIsession of the island hi the most forcible manner

consistent with the dignity and houorof the nation."
This letter was concuireu in and approved of by John
A. Logan, A. Uarlield, W. II. Kouiuz, J. K,. Moorhcad,
Th.wldeits Stevens, John <J. Blaine and John A. i.ingliaiu011 the same day of March, isos. The letter
expressing the opinion of Generals BuUcr, Logan
and UartltH, was placed in the hands of the i'reaiIdeut by Mi. Ciiamicey Black, who, on the l#th of
March, addressed a letter to him in which he
enclosed a copy of the Mime witn the concurrence of
Thaddeus Stevens, John A. Bingham. J. U. lilaine, J.
K. Moorhead and William .11. koontz; and while
Judge Black was counsel for the respondent in this
cause he had an interview with the President, in
which he urged Immediate action ou his part anil the
sending an aimed vessel-to take possession of the
Island, and because the President refused to do so
Judge B!a :k On the 10th of .March, 1*88, declined to
appear fui tner as Ins counsel lu ttil*c;ise. Such are the
farts in regard to the wiUidrawal of Judge Black,,
according lo the U>t Information 1 can obtain. So
far as the President Is concerned, the head aud front
of his offending hath this extent no more. It is not
necussary to any purpose that 1 should censure Judge
Blauk, or make uuv reflection upou or Imputations
HirnUist au.v of the uonorablo Miluagci's. The island
of Alia \ela or the claim for dau.ages is said to
uniouiu in value to more than a million dollars, und
ii is 1,1111v iin uh extensive speculation is un
loot. i have no reason to Uiaiye iliai any of tlie
Managers are en^aned in It, and presume that
tlie luUers were slgneJ, as such communicationsare oi len Horned by lueiulK-id of CouKre.-s,
through tin- iinpuiwiuily of friend.-. Ju«lj.ro Black,
no doubt, thought it was Ins duty to o'!ier clients !<>
press this claim, lint how did the President view itr
There arc two or throe facts to which 1 desire to call
the attention of the Senate and tim country In Con|necllon wfth the recommoudatinii. They a. e:.First,
that ihey wire all gotten up alter tills Impeachment
proceeding wui comiucneed against the l resident of
the I niled Slates. Keep the dales in nnnd, and you
will see thai such Is the fact; ever} one of ilieui was
iron en ui'al ter this inipe.ichmeut proceeding was
commenced. It cannot fall to be evfdcnt tliai white
the counsel disclaims any luipuial.oit eltuur upon
judge Black or Hie Managers in words, he so states
what he claims to l><: the lacts as to convey the very
lnii>utallun disclaimed. Therefore it is that I have
felt called upon to notice the insinuated calumny.
My personal know ledge of mailers connected wiili
the island of Alia Ycla is ver> limited, borne lime
in the summer of 1*0/, beimr In waiting on other
business In the office of the Attorney ucueral,
Mr. Btanbery. i was present at au argument by

JiuIm 111 1 >.>«i 1> 11 i.f till. Am.ti .l.lv^.j

claiming an Interest in that Island. 1 tlieu.
for Hie flrst time, learned the facis agreed
upon and in disput.'iODa minx it. by listening to and
lucideiitad.) takin* a |>&rt oil itelng appealed u> in tiie
discussion. In February last mj attention w as ue.xt
drawn to tiie mutter <u lie speculation and imprisonmcntof American eih/.uis upon the island of Alia
Vela, by an Inquiry of n personal friend. Colonel
Shaner, if I bad any luuiuulnuncc Willi the questionuu<i if so would give liaii my opinion a* a lawyer
upon the merits of tne cuut.ovenyr. To sOi ve a friend
Kiuiply upon recollectlou of the discussion
wit the Attorney <iene.nl, 1 gu.u lilm sncli
:>pliiion, the rough draft of winch I hold lu
my hand, which Is without date, and which being
copied I siunitl and placed lu his li.mds. This
1 believe to have been In tiie early part of February,
certainly before the ;:ctwas committed by Andrew
Johnson which brought on Ida Impeachment. From
t ml time until 1 saw my opinion published In the
Nkw Voi.k 11B iju.u, pmpoi ttug to come from 1'n sidentJohnson, I never -a>v it, or couiinunuatcd with
either of ;h >.eniieiuen w hose nnines appear In the
counsel's statement attach'*! thereto, in any manner,

mailer of it, or the iHliiml 01 Alia Vela. or the chum
or any |;«r- n a I -lag out of It or Ircuiwo ot«. Thus
lar I am abie to «ik«K ol my own knowledge,
.sluea the statement of tlie counsel according
lo tlie best Informal '.on lie can obtaiu, I liuvo made
Inquiry; and from the f> st Information ! ran obtain
i tibd the farts to be ».-< follows:.Thut goon after
the ' oplnln" wa« signed Colonel .ScluifTer asked the
lion. jo;m A. Logan to examine the same question,presented him h;s brief of the facts a.id asked him if
lie c >nl'l concur lu the op.nlons which, after cx.imlim«i'>ti,Mr. Logan consented to do, and signrit the
01 Ikmai paper fcitrned by m. self, l may here remark
tiiat the recolKetloii of t.encral Lo^an and
Colonel Scliatrer eoncnr with my own aj to
tue time of these transactions. i have
leirned and Iwllcve that niv "opinion." with
tne signature of <;eneral Lognn iittuche I, wa< placed
in tlie It anils of Cha'iueey P. ttlack, Esq., and by him
handed to the I'resldcti' of the I nited Mn'cs with
other papers in the i.je. Mr. Black made n copy of
m> *opluioi»," and att< rw,«rds at his convrntence,
procured a niemt>er oft'ongresa, n personal friend of
Ins, one or the Mirners, to get the nanus of other
menibera of Congress, two of whom happened to tie
m.uinifers of the impeachment. This was done by a
separate application to each, without any concert of
acM«n whatsoever or knowledge or m-iief that
the papers were lo tic used In any way or for
nn> purpose other than the cxpie'sion of their
opinions on the subject mutter. This copy of mv
opinion, when so sinned, was a very considerable
time alter me orlgtual given to the President. 1
dislrc further to d«:lare that I have no knowledge
of or In'erest, directly or Indirectly, in any claim
whatever arisins in any manner out of the Island
of Alta Vela otlicr than as above stated. In Justice
to the other gentlemen who signed the copy of the
paper I desire 10 annex hereto the atltoavltH of
CluMiueey F. black, fisq., and Colonel J. w. Sliatler,
showing that ncitlur of the t,entiemen signing the
paper had anv interest or concern In the sntilect
matter rtiereof other than a* above set forth. >\ idle
I a- ipflt the learned counsel of jiny Intentional fuMty
of HhiU'ineui, as iie ilitike-: It to Ms "best informnItlou," whic'i must iiave been obtained from Andrew
Jo,iiison,thesiai<'meut itself cont ilns every element of
falsehood, being both the *» /) >**!') vrri und the
mtafffrtio/tllBl: t-ng uto/hUi n h 11; inyi ihat on
the fth of Miircii <Ji ner.il Itenjaitnn K, jiuttft adon«'ed h letter to J. W. f liuiTet, anil this letter w'o>.
concurred in und approved of'».v-lohn A. i.ognn,
A. hatfleld. W. It. Koont/.. J. C'« Woorhead, jhahJc-
na Stevens and John A. Ulngfcafri*6ti the same day,
tlie '.th of Match, !*<> <, when tli<< j'res»i-
dent knew t.iat tti» names of the five
last mentioned gentlemen were procured on
a copy of the letter l"i»« altci the original was in 1,1hands.Again. there is another ibliberate falscho<
In the thrice n itcrat istite.ti. nl tT><it tl.ca.^nalure*
wei" p' cured an I sent to him lor tlie pinpo«e of
intunidatinir liim ioto doing nit m after h» wu« ,m
pouehed; the propriety uti<i 9.1: tjr 01 w l».el. was
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contrary to-his judgment, when in truth and In fa'.'t,
the Higriattires wero procured and Kent to liini in
ordi r, ils he a'.erred, ro sustain him indotnx wuat he
himselfdc -tarcd was Jus: ana iejial in the premise
and which he intended to do. Tne use made
of there paper* la characteristic of Andrew Johnson,
who usually raises tasaes <if vawtcity with both Mend
and foe with whoin heroines in coontact:.

I, I'baurtcey V. Hlick, attorney and counael.or at law, do
depose and Kay that this aw urui of Black, Lan or k Co. have
been aounfrl fur yr.tr* on behalf or Pat. arson ami Margulondo
tu red<m«r their rights in the guano discovered by them in the
Island of Alia Vela, of which they bad beeu deprived by force,
and ibeimprUoumcutof their atcul* by tonic of the Inhabitant*of Dominica. A« audi counselw have argued the cause
to tbe BtoHlii'y of State ami sl-o the President, before whom
the question baa beeu poudi-q; sm.:e July IS. 1W7. We have
In various fornu pressed (lie matter upon bin attention, and
be baa aiyressed hluuubf fully unil freely talltlni Willi tbe
justice ol the claims of our client ana hi* conviction of his
own duty to utrord tbe desired relief, bat ban decilued to act
because of the opposltlou of tbe Secretary of State. Oeneral
J. W. Shaffer hay n i; beeoine aa«oc.ated with ua In the oaie,
au'l haviurf learned tual U.neral Bullet bad become acquaintedwith the inertia of tbe tor, procured bla
legal oplnlou upon U, and alao a concurrence by
General Lo^.in. After receiving ttlla opinion I inclose.1
It to tbe President. The time when this was received and
whether It was dated I do not recollect. Tbe time that It wai
presented to the President ny me can be establiahed t.y the
date of my letter enclosing It. l^iuming Horn a mutual
friendAut It would ou desirable lor tko I'r.ndenl to receive
tbe recommendations of oilier wenibera of Congress I earrial
a copy of the opinion In the House of Representatives and
procured the signatures of Home of my personal friends, and
aaked tbein to procure the slguatui es of othera,whlcb were attachedto the copy aoine considerable tiuie al ter 1 bad forwardedthe original, 1 sent this copy so signed to tbe President.
Tut-se sluuaiurea were procured upou personal application lo
the Kcuilciueu level ally, without any concert of acllou whateveron their part, and without any reference to any proceedingsthen pending, or the then present action of Congreaa
In repaid to tlie rruvmam wnuic <t. rrum mv n'riumi »<>

tlie ca«i ul Alt* Ve.a, 1 bad knowledge ol all the rir.hu an<l
interest* la It, »o liiat I a|u uerialu thai iiciluer
ul the gentlemen tvho signed the | aper ur copy have any luterest In the claim or inatier In dispute, ur In any ; art
thereof, ur ariling therefrom in any manner, directly ur indirectlyor contingently, and tbat all arcrmentx to tue contraryHorn any lourcc wtultoevrr I* untnio In tact

CilAUJiOUY liLACK.
Sworn .trad nubsoiibed before me thw Jv.li day of April, A.

D. 1MS.--4J. C ai.i.an, Notary Public.
to the beet of my knowledge and belief, the fact* con

tfUiied lb the above uUldavU are true in every particular.
j. m. StiAKI'KK.

Sworn and tnbtcrlbed before me the 'Jttli day ol' April,
lSxM. N. Cali.a.n. Notary 1'ubllc.

UK. NELSON'S REPLY TO UANAUEH liUTLEK.
Mr. Nelson.Mr. Chief Jasttce and Senators, yon

have heard I he statement the honorable Manager addressedto you, which will justily, ax 1 lielie.e, a
stiitcmcnt from inc. The honorable gentleman
speaks
The Chief Justice, Interrupting.The counsel can

proceed by unanimous consent.
Mr. Nelson.1 beg pardon ol the Chief Justice. i,

inferred from the silence that the Senators were willingto hear me. The honorable gentleman speaks us
to what he supposed to be the knowledge and duly
of a "tyro in the law." and animadverts w ith some
severity upon the introduction ^f tlijs foreign subject
by me In tlie course of tfte fnvesugatiot!. i i»'g !esvo
to remind the honorable Seuators Hint, so far as 1 uiu
concerned, 1 did not introduce that copy without having,as I believed, an.'J jlist reason to do It: and
whatever may be the gentleman's views In regard
to " a t.vro" in the legal profession, I bejr leave to say
to htm und thts Senate that I have never seen the
day In my lile. not from the earliest moment wheu
my license wus signed down to the present time,
when a client wan assailed, ami, a* 1 believe, unjustly,1 did not feel It my very hitched professional
da y on the lace of Hie earth to vindicate and defendhim atralnst tue mrtn My views may i»e
and probably are dlUferent from tue views of tl»«j
honorable Manager and others, and If, without castingany reflection upon my associates.
if the duty hud devolved upon me to conductthe investigation of itiis case, If it
had not devolved on those of higher standing in the
profession than myself, 1 would have met the gentlemanin every case when he has made his assaults
upon the President of the United States, and 1 would
have answered hint from time to time as those
charges were made, anil 1 would not have permitted
one of them to go unanswered *0 far as an answer
could be madeoo owatde; and whan the ton irabte
gentleman who closed tue argument so far as it had
progressed (boutwell) at tlie tune he addles .ed the
Senate on the other side, saw lit to
draw, in dark and gloomy colors, the picture
of the President of the United states.
ttuu mo iiiiiueuce which lie nan over
hia faNiWt and wIm Immw ill tonmnat um
as "serfs, obedient to the control 01 tueir master,"
and 'to make allusion to the withdrawal or .ludjre
Black, 1 deemed tli.it a tit and proper occasion, and
ho considering it, upon the most caiiu and mature
rejection, we, as one (the counsel lor the frequent),
having the iniormaiion iu our possession to meet and
answer it and nail it to the counter, havo done so,
and 1 think we have done it. success! ally.
Vou al! know, and if ttMU be I c;.n hunt
up tlic newspapers and furnish the testimony; that
whon Judge Block rial red from tlie President's case
It was published in the newspapers hostile to tlie
i'resideut that Judge Black, seeing that the President'scase w as desperate, had withdrawn from it 111
disgust, and the very highest professional duty devolvedupon me when this imputation was contained
ill the address of the honorable Manager and alluded
to tn the connection lti which it was, to vindicate tlic
i'ucsldeut of the United Status from the aspersion*
which had l>eeu made upon him; and it
was for that reason and for no other.
not with any desire to make any assault upon tlie
Managers, and while 1 treated tiieui with civility,
with kiudiic>s, and, 1 think, with very great iorbeuraace,the honorable gentleman ha» made imputationslyion me to-day which 1 hurt back with scorn.
Understand, gentleman, 1 treated nun with courtesy
and kludne-s, lie lus rewarded me with ouiraxe m
the presence of the American Senate; and it will be
for you tojudge, .Senators, w hose demeanor has been
most proper.that of the honorable Manager, who
foully and falsely makes Insinuations .igaiusi. me for
my course iu vindicating the President ol the bnited
Slates In the discharge of my ptofeaslonal duty here.
So far as un.v ipicsiion which the Kent !euiau oeatnt
to make of a persona! character is concerned this is
not the place to make it. J.ei liiin make it eisewheie
if lie demies to make it.
Senator Yat&s at this point rose and called the

Mr. Nelson.Mr. Chief Justice ami Senators, I will
endeavor to comply with the suggestion oC the Senator.I do not wish to make use of any langa..
iuiproiier in Huh tribunal, hut I hope tlio Senators
will pardon nit- for answering the remark of the
honorable Manager 011 the other side. What 1 desire
tosa.v to you, Senator*, and what is more important
than anything else, Is this.When I made the statementwhich I did sitl.nill to the Senate, I ma<lcit with
a lull knowledge, as I believed, ol what I was doimr.
It mnv be possible that 1 have committed on error
as to the date of the paper winch was signed by Mr.
Lotran and the other MunaKers; it may fte possible I
took It lor irrantod that it bore the same date, that
it was signed on the same clay.the uth day of
March.that was mentioned by the honorable gentleman,but that Is an immaterial error if It i>e one.
1 had the letters lu my possession on the da.v I addressedyou, and if the peiitlenian had seeii lit to
deuy any statement contained iif tiio.-e letters
on that day I had theiu heie ready
10 read to the SMiate. I had no expectationhat this subject would Ik- called up to-day,
until the honorable gentleman told u>e during your
ml "uniineilt of a lew UlBtllM. ktTI MOt NTtlM
the letters. 1 was fearful, however, that they would
not he here lu lime to read iheiu now, and if it becomesneceitsar.v 1 shall ask leave to read them
lo-raenow lielure my associate resumes his argument.I shall aek leave of the Senate, us this topic
Is Introduced by the genthiiiau In terms of cou«ure
of me, to ullow inc to rend thei»c letters. Why did I
introduce these letters here at all lu vindication of
the Imputation that was made against Judue Pluck r
It was for the purpose of allowing that Hie I'residctit
of the United Male* had been placed in a
dilemma such us no man under accusation had
ever been placed in before, for the purpose of showIn*that so far us that correspodence is concerned
it w.is ii correspondence wltlcli arose after the articlesof iiii, ! »< anient hail lieen agreed upon and published,a'ter they had been referred to tin- Kcnate.
It wa." for that j>iit|)<)HC Hint I introduced the correspondence,and it has excited and awakened and
aroused ttie attention ol Him whole nation that the
oounaH fur the President of the I nitod Mateo should
abandon his cause, and mat tin- true netrel of Hum
abandonment has not iiiowii out of any
insult laut Hie President ol Hie i lilted Hiat's
rendered to the eouUKel, out <>r any injury that lie
did to hiin. Inn out ol the tact that a claim mm
preyed a-- I believe stronger than I did the other
day, and I will answer lor ii hero or anywhere eke.
I believe tliat -lud^e lilac* ailed improperly under
:lie circumstances In withdrawing Ids nerweet from
Hie President of the I'nited State*. Here u this accusationpr'.'gcnicd against him, and here Is lids a«loiiishingcluim prc-ciue.i to him, niyiitd l»y four of
tlie Manager*: presented at an extiaoidlnary 1 eriod
of time, presented when this Impeachment ua* hangingover lilm, and L maintain that I had a right, it
wan my hoiindeu duty to \ indicate.
Mr. lii'TLKK.Uoe.4 the gciitieuiaii know what he la

saving.that a claim was *lgned liy Hie Managersr
Mr. Nbi-Ron.1 meant to say letter, not claim. 1

may have used some words that I did not intend to
use. What I meant to say Is this.thai a letter was,
In the (Irst Instance, signed b> the twaorabie Mm*
i««t (tieneral Hut let ): that there * a - mi endorseni' nt
of that letter by three other member*ol the Howe
of Representative*, who arc Managers In this case;
tnat this letter and the endorsement of It had relationto the Alfa vela claim*: that the subject w as
brought to the consideration of the President of the
United states pcnulug this Impeachment. and tli.it
Whether the letter was signed on the mh of
Miirrlt or nt 11 later period Is Immaterial.It wns signed after this impeachment
proceeding was commenced, and Judge Hlack
endeavored to get the attention of the I'resldeiH to
the claim, and to have him dccidc upon it as I am In-
formed and btlleve. though 1 htvo no written evtIdunce of th:it fuel to decide 111* claim; ami uiged It
upon him after this Impeachment commenced, ami
aiinr Jnclvre Black had met some of the other counsel,
not inyself, In the council chamber of the President,

not jiresent nt that tlino, font I have It from
tlip lips or ihe President. and ! liellevc It to he true,
that Judge Black urged npon him the decision of this
claim; mid hi- answer wan thai he did not think It u
prf>|>er lime for hint u> act ii|>oii the claim, h«cau«o
Congreifl was In SC*lon, and If It waaJBglit and
proper fort ves««l Uj b«setn down there Warn net
of public hostility, lo President answered Judge
Black. n?» I »m informed and believe, by telling him
that Congress irw In session, and by asking Inm (o
<\li» njiun Congress lo pus-' anv law that might IK
It :r'si.ry. m

Mi*. BVft HK made n rciflfrk Inaudible to tlie galIfry.iff. v.«if t'lc gentleman thinks 1 am cany-
lug tlir nuV'ci foil |ar l will relieve him by sating I
have saidas I" o»k p11*
mi vn I rif 'V?' 'b-'se iclie-* t« read tl.rni.
sellali.j :m :i. * u M- j

Villi'-I I 1.10 U ti Su llg i.SVJSSlOll <>ll' Mi'
11 onler
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Mr. LcKiAN.Mr. President, ! wonhl like to say one

word.
The Cinf H Ji sricK.If there Is no objection the

gentleman can proceed.
Mr. Looan.l merely wish to correct the statement

of tue counsel for the respondent by ssyintr that he is
ntis'uken about tins letter having i»eeu signed after
any of the impeachment proceeding's hud been com:jnenoed, by tieueral Hurler or myself. 1 know well
when I stoned it. 1 hope the gentleman will make
the correction.

Mr. Nklson.I will say with great pleasure that I
hud no design to !ui»rej>rcKcut anv gentleman con!turned In the ease, in order that the matter may l»e
decided, 1 mav have fallen into an error, but my
understanding was tljat It was alter the proceedings
wet commenced, hut to obviate all dMIclty 1 will
produce the letter. No matter whether 1 am mistaken
or not, 1 will bring It iu fairness to the Senate. That
is all the gent loin- u can ask, 1 am sure.

AlUit'MKNT OK MK. KVAKTS.
Mr. Evartm then spoke as follows:.
Mr. Chiek Jisticb and Senators.i am sure that

no conscientious man would wish to take any part
in the solemn transactions which engage our aiteniturn to-dav unices held to ft by something not Ineon|sintent with Ills obligation of duty, even if wo were
at liberty to comine our solicitude wlihin the horizon
of politics, even if the interests of the couutry ami
of the party iu power, duty to the country and duty
to the party iu power, as lit sometime* tlie case, and
as public men verv easily persuade themselvesis, or may be, the case iu any
juncture, were comineusurate and equivalent.Who will provide a chart or compass
for the wide, uncertain sea which lies before us in
the Immediate luture? Who shall determine the
currents which follow trom the event of this Htntien.
dous political controversy; who measure tlic force
and who assume to control tue storm l1 But If we
'enlarge the scope of our responslblllUea and of onr
w-iou. and take m tlic great subjects tliat have been
constantly pressing upon our mind, who In there ho
sagacious in iiuman affairs, who ho c'oufldentof Ills o>vn capacity, who so circumspectIn treading among grave responsibilities
and ho assured of Ilia circumspection, who so Indd
In IiIh forecast of the future aiul so approved in his
judgments as to see clearly the end of thin great
contest? Lot us !>e sure, theu, that no man shall be
here as a volunteer, or shall lift his linger to Jostle
the straggler* in the contest between tho grout
forces 01 onr government, of which contest we are
witnesses, in which wo take part and whk.ii we In
our several vocations are to assis' in determining of
the absolute and complete obligation which convenesthe Chief Justice of the United states
and the senators lu this court for the trlnl
Of this Impeachment and of its authentic
derivation or the Constitution there can Ihj no doubt.
So, too, of the authority of the honorable Managers
and their preeeuce, and the attendance of the House
of Itepresci!lathes itself in aid of their argument
and their appeals, there Is as liiile douW. 'i'he Presidentof the Unlred states is here In submission to
the same Constitution. In obedience to it ami In obedienceto tiie duty which ho owes .by the obligations
which ho has assumed to preserve, protect and defend
the i-o^tltutioli. ihQ ri{?Ut vf the President to
appear by counsel of his .choice makes it us
clear under the obligations of a member of the
profession and under the duly of a citizen of a free
State, who ha< sworn tldellty to the constitution and
the laws, that he shall attend upon his defcuce. No
nmn can be familiar with the course of the struggle
of law and liberty in the world without knowing
that the defence of the accused becomes the trial of
the constitution and the protection of the public
safety, it is neither by a careless nor capricious distributionof sen ices to the State Unit Ciesur divides
them among those who manage political candicacees,among those who defend the accused and
among those who 111 ihe Senate determine the grave
Issues of peace and war and all the business of the
State. It Is iroin facts and instances that people
are imight their constitution aud the laws, and it is
by tacts und Instances that these laws anil constUu-

fonueu, laws established, institutions built up ami
the process of society goes on, until at length by
some opponug, some competing, some contending
loives in tli" Slates an individual Is brought to a
point of collision, and the clouds, surcharged with
the great forces of public opinion, burst over his
he.ut. It is tlien that he who defends the accused,iu the lauguage of Cicero ami in
opeu recognition of the pregnant Instances
in English and American History, is held
to lie a distinguished public duty. As this duty lias
brought us all here, to this august procedure, and
has assigned to each his part in it. So, through all
its responsibilities tu the end we must surrender ourselvesto lis guidance. The constitutional procedure
or impeachment, in our history a.i a nation, has
really touched none of (he grave interests that are
ln\ oived in the present trial. Starting from the lirst
occasion in which It was moved, being against a
memlter of ihc Senate, it decided nothing important,
politically or Judicially, except that a member of this
bod) was not an oittcer under the I'nited States.
The next trial, against Judge Pickering, partook
ol no qualities, except of personal delinquency or
BtwrtttBL .Jul lis result gives us nothing lobe
proud of, and gave to the coustitntional law no precedentexcept thai an tiisune man may be convicted
of crime It) a party vote. In the last trial of Judge
Humphrey there was defence and the mutters of accusatlovwere so plain and elear that it was understoodby the accused und the accusers, and the court,
to i»e a more formality. That leuves us no trial of
Interest except those of Judge Chase and Judge 1'eck.
Neither of these ever went beyoud the gravity ol a
formal and solemn accusal ton of men holding dignified,valuable, eminent, public, judicial trusts and
tueir determination iu favor of Die accused, leaving
nottiuig t« be illustrated by their trials, except that
even when tiie matter In Imputation and under Investigationis personal faun and misconduct in olllce
politics fill force themselves Into the result. What
Is the question htrer Why, Mr. Chief Justice and
Senators, all the political power of the I'liltcd states
of America U here. The House of Representatives
Is here as an accuser. The President of the I'nited
Males is here as the aoensed. and the Senate of the
I nlted States is hen- to try him, pre-dded «>vor by the
Chief .lusilee under a special constitutional provision.These powers of our government are here not
lor concord 01 action in any of ihe duties assigned to
the gowrument in the conduct of the utftiirs of the
nation; but they are here In a struggle ami contest
as to \* hit li one of them shall be made to bow by
vlnuc of constitutional authority to the others.
Crime and violence have put all portions of otir
political government at some disadvantage. The
crime and violence of the rebellion has depressed
this House of Kepre.-enta'ives and tn s Sen it" of ihe
lull attendance or members widen w ill make up I he
body under the constitution of the rutted states
WWi u it sliall hn\e Uecii lull* n-.>»wtiilili.iii<»f «» »»

Uio whole country. Ttio crime of violence anil of
assassination has put the executive office In the last
?.!»; e Di constitutional authority. There in uo constitutionallyelected successor ol the President of the
I nited siaies, uud yon have now lielore you a matter
I Hh.nl <ali your attenton to, not Intciuliu^ to exhibit
here lie discobsion of oonatfiutlonrl view s ami doctrine*,nut simply the remit to the government of
tne country which mu«t follow from >our Judgment.
If jou shall acquit the President of the
Lulled Stales of this accusation all tiling
will be as they were before. The House
ol representatives will ictire to discharge lis usual
duties In legislation, nud you will remain to act with
It in 1 how duties und to divide with the President
the other associate duller of an executive character
which the constitution has confided to you. The
President, If freed iroui ti ls accusation, will bccupy
Ihroiiuh tno constitutional term lilt* place of authority,and whatever course of politics may follow the
Kovcmuieni aud ils constitution will have received
no shock. Hut if the President should l>e condinned,and If by the authority of the constitutionnecessary to be excited on condemnation
he sh.iii Ite removed from office. There will lie no
President of 1 lie l ulled Stales, for that name and
title i« conceded bv the constitution to no man who
h.is not received the antrraires of the people for the
primary nud alternative gif) of that office. A new
uiiii'.r will occur. The duties of the office will attach
to on>e other officer and be dlschaiged by him
throiiKluthc term which belongs (o the lint officer.
The presiding officer of the senate will have to add
to 1 im office conferred upon him by the Senate, the
performance of the dutie« of l'renident of the Pulled
r*t.iie«. and whatever there may lie In the course of
public anairs, it will result from the anomalous
munition which in involved in the deteruiln.litonof thl* ca*e and, therefore, yon have
dlrcetiy piopoHfHl to you km u nee< wary result of one
<letci munition thi* novelty in our roiiMiittitlon:.A
great nation whoHe whole form of government,
\>ho»e wnole aiheme and theory of politico rem
upon the *11 triage* of the jieopie will l>e without a
l'refi'lent, anU the ortlce sequent red will lie dle(huirfed bj a ineiiilier of the IhmI.v who acqucHtn-d
It. 1 need not direct your at cut ion, long since
called to It douhlleM*, ami mad* more familiar l>y
joi.r reileeiions u> you tliau n m to me, to the reenliM
ina" will lollow from the exerols.' of those dntles ami
j mi will see at once that the Hit nation, from cln um*
lances for which no man Is responsible, Is such as

to bring IuU> the gravest possible conaeuiiencen the
act which ,\ on are to perfoim. II the President of
the I nlted States, elected i«v the people and having
standing iM.tuml liiin the second officer of the people'schoice, were on trial, uo such disturbance or
cohiumon ol constitutional duile* and no such shock
upon the leeiings and tradition of the people
would ailcct us; lint, a* I have mud,
crime and violence, lor wbirh none of the

»mv p»v» ^iuhioui uif nrn|iuiii»li»il*,
have l>roii|»li» us to tItiM situation. Now It would
beeui that this tilul briny* the leglalutlve power
of the government com routed with the Executive
authority, and 11- it* rule id to deprive the nation of
u Precldeut of the l ulled Mutes and to place the
<.nice in Die senate. It |m ii trial of the constitution
over the head and In the person of the t hief Mhitistrate,who till* the great oittco. tlie forces of thl*
(.oiliest are gathered. and thin la the trial of the constitution;hud uelthcr the dignity of the great utile*
which he hold* nor any personal interest tlmt inav
lie felt in one ho hlsih in Million, nor the great
name and force of thw exercise.the House ot Mefresentalive* speakiug for all the people of the
lilted Stairs.nor the august composition of this

tribunal, which Wrings together the ( hlef Justice of
the great court of the country mid the beuatora,
who have Mate* for their constituents, which recalls
to us the combined splendors of Komati iind FngludiJurisprudence and power; not even this spec tu-
cle forum an.v important part oi the watchful sollet11«Ic with wiiich the people of the country are gar,iiilioil tiii'- procedure. The sober thought ol the
people of the country in ncvei aUecied »>y the
j ut;cunt when tlie.v cover real Issue* mid Intends :
the jMoiile are thinking of other things.
Why, Mr. Chief .fustlce, It Is but a few
niiy since the gtear inliunni in wiih h you
habltally preside, where the law speaks with author.tyfor the whoie limed Males, adjoined.embracingus It does ifie great province* of International
hiw, the respensiblHtji of judffitiir iiet< e n tin Malts
an>l the gcncrai government. I);* c nnicttnp Inteie s

ar." puss oiiM itelonglng to ih - «.r*^ u. u
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determining the limits of the co-irdinote branches of
the government. There is one other outv assigned to
it in which the people of the country feel a nearer
and a deeper intercut, li is as the jjuardlans of the
bill of righto of the constitution, as the wakeful proiprotectors of the people against the encroach1meuts of the law and government that the people
look to the Supreme Court with the greatest honor
and greatest arrecttou: that court hiving before it
a«ubject touching the liberty or the citizen, finds the
hair strings of its endeavor and of Its energy to Interposethe power of the constitution or protection of
the cltl/en cut by the sharp edge of a ConcresMonal
enactment, and in Its breast carries away from the
judgment the constitution and law to lie determined,
if even at some future time and under Home happier
circumstances. Now, In reference to this matter the
jMiopie of the United States give grave attention;
they exercise their supervision of the conduct of .ull
their agents of whom In any form and in any capacityand In any majesty they have not yet learned
to lie afraid. The people of this country have had
nothing in their experience of the last six years
to make them fear anybody's oppression, anybody's
encroachments, anybody's assaults, anybody's violence,anybody's war. Masters of the country and
matter of every agent and agency in it, they bow to
nothing but the constitution, and they honor every
public servant who b >ws to the constitution. At the
same time, by the action of the same congress, the
people see the President of the United States brought
as a criminal to vour bar, accused by one branch of
the ConuTess. to b»< trie»J In- Mm other, tils office, as I
have satd, to be put In commission and an election
ordered. Now, lie greatly mistakes who supposes
(h it the attachment of the people of the United States
to the offlee of President and thegreat name and power
which represents thein in their collective capacity,In their united power and In their combined interests,Is less than their attachment to any of the
other departments of this government. The Presidentis, In the honor, in the custom of the people, the
magistrate, the authority for which they have that
homage, that respect which belongs to the elective
olilce. The oath of offlcc is as familiar to the peoplein this country as it Is to you, for they
have heard It during the perilous period
of war from lips which they revered, and
they have seen its Immense power under ti e
resources ofthls constitution, and supported by their
fidelity to maintain the contest of this government
against all our foes and to sustain ihe con»>tltntiou
and laws, it has been spoken of here as If the President'soath was the oatli to discharge faithfully the
duties of his oitlce, and.If the principal duty ol the
office was to execute the laws o: Congress;' but that
is not the President'g oath. That portion of it is the
common oath of every body authorized to discharge
the duties of his office; bnt the peculiar oath of the
President, the oath of the constitution, Is in the larger
portion of it which makes him the sworn preserver,protector and defender of the coustltutlonitself. That la an oincc, and that

, Is an oath which the people of the United States have
entrusted to ami exacted from 110 other public servantUiau the President of the United Mates; and
when they conferred that power an ! exacted that
duty they understood Its treineimouS responsibility.
the tremendous opposition wliicji it might encounter.andthey understood their duty Implied in
the sulIYa jc, which had conferred authority and exactedthe obligation to maintain him in it us
against foreign aggression, us against domesticviolence, as against encroachments
from whatever quarter under the guise of Congressor under whatever authority upon the
true vigor of the constitution. President Lincoln's
solemn declaration, on wliich he gained for himself
strength and by which he gave strength to the people,"i have a solemn vow registered Tti heaven that
1 will preserve, protect and defend the constitution
of the United states," curried him and carried the
people following him through the Mrugirles, the
changes, the vicissitudes of the rebellion, and that
vow us a legend now adorns the hall of legislation
in more than one State of the Union. This oath of
the President, this duty of the President the
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least regard us personal to him, but
It is an oath and a duty assumed
ami to be performed as their representative, in their
interest and for t heir honor, and they have determinedand will adhere to ihelr determination that
that oatli shall not be taken In vain. They understandthat, the literal phrase, "to the best of my
ability," which is the modest form In which the
President's obligation is assumed, means not only
the ability of the President but the ability of the
count ry, and most magnificent lias the people brought
out its resources in uld of that oath of President Lincoln,and so when the shock comes, not In the form
of \ lolence, of war, of rebellion, but of a srt rugglc
between forces of the gov eminent In relation 10
constitutional authority, the people of the United
States regard the President as bound to the special
fidelity oi watching that all departments of this «overnmeiitObey the constitution us well as that lie
obey It himself. It gives him 110 assumption of
authority beyond the laws and the constitution, but
ull the authority and all the resources of the laws
ami of the constitution are open to liim, and iliey
will see that he. the President of the United
States, whoever he may be, lu relatlou to the
oillce and Its duties, shull not take this
oath In vain If they have the power to
maintain hint In Its performance. That tudeed the
constitution Is above hlin, as It Is above all of the
sen nuts of the people, as It is above the people them>«Jves,until their sovereignty shall change It they
uo not doubt, and thus all their servants, their President,the Congress and whoever they may l>e, are
watched by the people of the United States lu relationto the limit ition of the constitution; not disputingthe regularity, the complete authenticity, the
adequate authority of this entire procedure of accusation,brought to trial and down to sentence, the
people yet claim the right to see and to know
that It Is duty to the constitution observed
ami followed throughout, which brings the result,
whatever it may be. 1 hus satisfied they adhere to
the constitution, and they have no purpose to change
It, 1 hey are converts to no theories or Congressional
omnipotence; they understand none of the nonsense
ol the constitution beingsuperior to the laws, except
that the laws must be obeyed and the constitution
not. They know their government and they mean to
maintain it; and when they hear that tremendousinquiry of impeachmeut and trial
and threatened conviction or sentence.If the la.\s
and facts will Justify it.been brought Into play, that
power which nau mm 111 ine cousuiuwoii hkc u .s« urn
lii the sheath Is now down. They wish to Wuow what
the crime is that the President is accused of. They
understand that treason amP bribery are nia>le
offences; that those who are guilty of them should
be brought into question and deposed; they are ready
to believe that there may be other great crimes and
misdemeanors touching the conduct of the governmentand the welfare of the state which may
equally tail within the jurisdiction and the
dutv; but they wish to know what t lie
crimes arc. They wish to know whether the Presidenthas betrayed our liberties or our possessions to
a foreign state; they wish to know whether he has
delivered up a fortress or surrendered a state; they
wish to know whether he has made merchandise of
the public triujt or turned authority to private gain,
and when informed that none of the.se things are
charged or even declaimed about, they
yet seek further Information, and they
are told that he has removed a member
of his cabinet. Now if the people of this country are
familiar with the remarks of members of the Cabinet
and of all other persons In authority, mere statementdoes not strike them as u grave otfence needingthe interposition of the spcclal Jurisdiction. Removalfrom ofllce Is not with the people, and especiallywith those engaged Innolltlcs, a terrible or a disagreeablesubject. Indeed tt may be said that It
makes a gr« ^t part of the political forces of this
country that removal from ofllce Is a thine in the
constitution and In the habit of its administration.I remember to have heard it said that an old
ladv once summed up an earnest defence of the st
vere dogma* of Calvinism by sajlng that If you took
away all her total depravity .1011 took away all her
religion. (Laughter.) Ami there arc a great many
people In this country of whom It may be said if jou
took awav rcmo\al from ollice you took away all
their politics. (Laughter.) So that In that mere
statement It does not strike them as either an unprecedentedoccurrence or as one Involving no great
danger to the state. W ell, but how coines It to be a
crimef thev Inquire. Why, Congress passed a law for
the II1 st

'

time In the history of this govern-
nient, undertook to control Mil* removal
from office, ami provide*! M«it 1/ tlie President should
violate It. It should lie a crlmc, or rather a rulndemcanor,and a high misdemeanor; and that now he lias
removed or undertaken to remove a member of his
Cabinet, Is to l>e removed Himself for that cause,
lie undertook to wake an ait Interim Secretary of
of War, and you are to liavc made for you an
<id intrrim President In consequence. Now,
thnt seems the situation. Wm the Secrctarv
remove*! t thev Inquire. No, we have not removal.
Me in still Secretary, still in pssesslon of the departmerit.Was force used? Was violence meditated,
attempted «r applied? So, It was all on paper, and
a'l went no further than making the official attitude
out of which a judgment of the Supreme Court could
in; got. And hire Congress, in'erceptlng
ovaln tills great authority of the government,
Interposed the proceedings of trial and Impeachmentof the President, to settle by Its
own authority the question between It and
the Executive. The people see and the people feel
that under the attitude of Congress there seems to
he a claim of right to tho exercise of what Is supposedto be n duty to prevent the Supreme Court of
tho (fitted state* from Interposing Ms sever**
judgment In the collisions of the government
and of the laws attesting either the framework
of the government or the liberties of the citizen,and they are not slow to understand, without the
aid of the arguments of the honorable Managersthat It is a question between the omnipotence or
Congress and the supremacy of the constitution of
the I'nlted mates. That Is an Issue on which the
people have no ddtibt. From the beginning of tl.elr
111 erttes they have had a clear opinion that tvrnnnv
was ns likely to i>o exercised by the Parliaments a*
by the Kin* or any body else. The honorable Man-
agent have directed" jour notice to the
prfiidplea and the trial* of the American
Revolution an having shown n determination to overthrowtUe tyrannv of the? klnsr«. nn<l thev told
u* that thla people will not, Wend its neck to the imnrp.uiotmof the President. The people will not bend
lU neck to the usurpation* of anybody. Hut tlwy
know Mint their rather* went to war imahi*t (lie lyrunnyof Parliament. ami that under the n*e-*lty of
nnMliy -^curing thoir lH.ertie* tlio aeverert their connectlon*frith The mother country, ir any honoruMo
member of either Itoune will tNjiyac the worw on the !
convention whlili rrnmeO the wiwtliiUlon of
tue t mtert !*tau«, ho will ilwcovtr of
nil the powera whh h might prow up, the
tvrminjr oi Oilier* ** «b» more pro I'le I a "ir»*t
than any other extravm'ancr which fie wovV'UtA f
otir k»'Vi rniiipnt miirht lie nupp^ne'l po-«iH *o pmdu<- .< nr people then ar" un^ nto' 'halt- rr-
rntuen' aiioti.ii k hunyd lliey me nii'*i;iint

th,. the doctrine of ( onpt nulonui mipn iii.u y Mio'ii
e fixer)> hej :»it hip, tiling that u»i «:«i>a»iu»-1
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shall grow too strong or ahull rlalm to be too stronf
fur tin: restraint* of in*; jonstituiiou; aud If uittu are
wise tliej wnl attend to what was sagaciously
said l>v an Kngllsii i*ti«te>arii»ri. which, If obeyed.
In Kugiand might have saved great political shocks,
and »lilch la us true fur oar guidance and for the
adoption of oor people now as it was then for the
people of England. .Said Lord bacon 10 IlucklngILain, the arbitrary Minister of James the First.".so
far as it may In: in j ou let no power lie inaugurated.
The people of this kingdom love tho law* thereof and
ni thing will oblige them more than a confidencein the free enjoym nt of them."
W hat the nobles once anld in Parliament,
".n lumui ifje* AnQtUt muMrfis imprintedin tlie hearts of all the people arid in the hands of all
the people of this country. The supremacy of the
constitution and obedience to it arc Imprinted,w h.itever progress new ideas of Parliamentary goveniment,instead of executive authority, depending
upon the direct suifriur of the people may have made
with prophets and with statesinen, It has made no
advance whatever in the hearts or in the heads of the
people nf this country. Now. I k mow there are a good
many people who oelleva that a written constitution
fortius ci-untry, as ;>jr everv other nation. Is onlyfor the nascent state and nor f ir the prime and vigorol'manhu nt, 1 kti'jw tlua n is spoken oi as swatn.In^r hands which may crenellien and support the
puny limbs oi luhiuey, but v, hi li shame and encumberthe maturity of vkor. This I know, and in
either house 1 Imagine :-eu?lmenM ol tiiat kind have
been held during the tleUaiei of Uie p ist two Congresses.tyut that is not the leellng or the judgment
of the people, and this is in their eyes, In the eyes of
foreign nations.and in the eves ol the enlightened
thinkers. A trial of the couaUiutiou, not
merely in lhat inferior s*>nse of a determination
whether Us power accorded to one brauch or other
of the government have this or that scope, Impressionand force, but whether a government of a writtencondition can maintain Itself ill the forces prescribedfind attributed to its various departments:
whether the Immense passions or a wealthy and
powerful mid populous nation will force usunder
ail the bonds of the constitution, aud whether in a

struggle'of strength and wealth the national iorces,
uncurbed In the supreme reason of" the state.
w ill determine the sin mm of tlio one aud tiitf subjugationof tlio other. Now. .senators, let us see to it
that in tlfid trial and in this controversy, tnat we understand.vhat is Its extent and what i«i to be determined:let us see lo it that we play our part
as ik should l»e played fcoiu tJie motives and la*
teresis wUicti should alone control statesmen and
juilms. If it l>e Unit the orliciii <f liberty is at least
to looBen her zine, and her stern monitor,
law, debauched und drunken with fiur.
new wine of oplulon which id crr.sUcd dailv from teu
thousand presses througUout ti.is iaml, is t<> ignore
its Kuni'diandhip, let. us at least he touml am' :i/, those
who, with averted t\>e ami reverend step backward,
seek to \eil tliid Bnamcless rlvulr), and not wait
those who exult and jeer at its mi. ciVi Le< ua >»
act a* that what we do, and what we pr« >po and
wliat we wish, shall be to build up tin; States, to uive
new stability to the force; of the goyernuiuuc uud to

cure the rasn passions of the people, aeli.iK.
doubt not that' the result shall I'O iu ucc ni wi'ii
these lilifli aspirations ami tlieso nobie Impulses,
and these exalted views; aud whether oi' no- i>ie
forces of the (lovernmeir shall tocl the n«;i of this
special jurisdiction m obixll«*nce to jaw, to evidence,
to justice, to <futy, you will have! uilt iip tiic (.'iiVoiaincut,umpliied ns authority, and uuglii the j>cip'crenewed homage to all iIrani lies oi u. And t.:V
brings us, Mr. Chief Justice and N< nators, to an 111ipiiryas to a theory of this case, which was dlsou.-'jjc.l
widt vutphasis, with force and with learning, and.
tli.it is, whether this is a court? I must u«!lullthat I have heard defenders argue
that, they were tt>ram nun juHicr before
somebody who was nut a jud^e. Hut 1 never ,\et.
heard until now of a planum or prosecutor coining
in and nrguing that mer was not any court, thut his
case was coram noa Juitice. No one is wiser than
the Intrepid Managir who assumed the lirsl assault
on Ids court: and he knew that the o.io way he
could prevent his case from being turned out yf
court was to turn the court ouc of ln«r.
case. (l.uughter.) if the expedient succeeds,
his wisdom may be Jusutlcd, I think;
and yet it will be a novelty. Now it
is said there h no word in the diminution which
gives the slightest coloring to the idea lliat lids Is u,
court, except that in this particular caw the Chief
Juftlcc must preside: ho that the ChiefJustice'* gown
Is the only slued or patch of justice that tHere is
within these hulls. l>ut it is only accidentally thut
tiiat is here, owing to the character of the
inculpated defenders. This, we are told, is
a senate to hold an inquest of o.ilce
on Amliew Johnson, but we have not observed in
your rules that each >tmatoi' is to rise ill ins plaeir
and say:."OIHCO found," or '-Otllce not loimd."
Probably every Senator dots not expect 10 ilnd it,
tl'ttiiu liter;. ioiir lulcs, ^our ^on«.iiu!4on, youi

.uiiiiim lliat iln., ,. is h Lril:-eit«lr9 Of»judicial nature: ami we found out ilna'ly 011 our shfe
of Hie controversy tliat It wan so much of u court, at
leust, tliat you could not put a lend tint question,
and that Is ab'>iu itic extreme cxciclsc of
Hie character of u court, which we always
habitually discover. Now, the constitution. as hiw
been pointed out to you, makes tlu» u court; it makes
this a trial and It assigns a judgment; It accords a

power of punishment to Its procedure, and provides
that a Jury, In all judicial proceedings of a criminal
nature, shall m; iiecc-dr>, except in ti.j*
court, and under tins form of procedure.
We must assume then that so far as
words go, It is a court, and nothing
hut a court, Imt It is a question, ti.> the houomoie
Manager says, of sub.-iance and not o: form; and i<u
concedes thai Jf it i>e a couri you must lu.d uj.ou evldencesomething to make our the guilt or the on'enoeru> secure a judgment. He argues a» .iiunt its I elnga court, not irom au> nice criticism of wouls, hut
as he expresses* It. for ihe substance. 1J» has oudeavored, by many references and by an luterouting
and learned brief appended to his opening speech or
Kugilsh preceileuis and authorities, to mow that
it Is annost anything but a court, and, perhaps, duringthe hundreds of years In wnich the iustruincnt
of lmpeuehniciit was used as a political engine. If
you look only to the Judgments, you w ould uot th.uk
it was really n very Judicial proceeding, but that
through all Kngllsh History It wrs a proceeding in a
court, controlled by the rules of a couit,
as a court, cannot be doubted. Indeed,
as we all know, ihough the learned .Mau.ticerhas uot insisted upon it, the trial
under the peculiar procedure and jurisdiction of
impeachment in the House of Lords was a p.irtof the
Keiieral jurisdiction of the House of Lords, as the
great court of the kingdom In all matters, civil and
cr m nal. One .of the favorite tints of the Lords of
1'arlianient In those early days was Judges 01 I'ari.a.............I n..nr 11... Kr.nui. .C I i.rilu In .' 11.. I., n. lu fli.

su pi fine court of Mint country an distinctly an our
great tribunal of that name U In this country,
liut. one page ol Hriusli sound authority
will put to flight all those dreamy, misty notions
about a law and a procedure 01 l'urliauicut in this
country ami in this trial that Is to supersede tae
constitution aud the laws ol our country; and uow I
will Hliow you what Lord Ihurlow thought of that
suggestion ax prevalent or expected to prevail.
In England, lu the trial of Warren Hasting*,
Lord rhurlow said:."My Lords, wltli rereronceto tlio laws aud usages of rariiainent, I
utterly disclaim all knowledge of such .awn; they
have no existence. I rue It Is. in limes of despotism
and popular fury, when they lnipeucned an individualand wished to crush hiai by the strong hand of
power, of tumult or of violence, the laws anil usages
of Parliament were quoted in order to Justify the
most Iniquitous or atrocious acts; but In these dajs
of light and of constitutional government 1 trust Unit
no imin will lie tried except by the law of the land,
a system admirably calculated to protect innocein e
aud to punish crime; aud ulter showing that in all
the state trials under the Stuart reigus, and even
down to that of Hat hevercll, were to fee lotim! tl;e
strongest marks of tyranny, oppress.ou aud Injustice.''Lord Thurlow continued:."! trust yourLordship* will not depart froin the recognized, establishedlaw of the laud. The Commons may-impeach;your Lordships are to try the caoc and the
bailie rules of evidence aud the same legal foi ms thai
obtalne I In courts of law will, I ain couUdcuf. Is- observedIn this assembly." But the learned Manager
u»u iiih icu ub nuui uiin ww§ u it W4- uui a touru
It m true he said It wan u Senate; l>ut that con*ey«
no idea. It Ih not a Senate conducting ietfi»!.«it«-business. It is not a Senate acting on executive
business. It is not a senate acting lu Congies*
or political force; an<I t lie question reiualns.ifIt la not a court, w.iat ih ii t
If thin Ih not an altar of Justice, w hat Is It * If we
are not all ministers of justice here to feed us iii« red
name, what In the altar auil w hat Is it that we do
here about It t It Is an altar of sa mice If it 1« not .hi
altar of justice, and to what dlviniti U It en cted but
to the divinity of party rage and party ha'cr Tliat,
then, la the altar about which you are aliou' «
minister. Now. our learue<l Matagers, n presenting
the House of Representatives, <io ii"? -eem to have
been at all at pains to concenl the / nrt v hate which
displaced Itself In the liasn record and insini- uan :e
or tnlN Impeachment. And to show you wh.it piogrcs*
we may make In the fours of thirty year* in the tru
Ideas <h tlie constitution aiel of the nauueof Impeachment,let me read to you what the Managers of
the Impeachment oi Judge Peck luul to say ou that
behalf. The Managers on that occasion con <lAtc«l of
Judge Ambrose spencer. of New Vork; Mr. Henry
A. storr*, of New Vork; Messrs. Mc Duffle aud i'iiicknejr,of South Carolina, and M.. Wickliifc, of Kentucky.apatty soild body of .Managers.Ambrose
Spencer, as «terri a politician as lie was an upright
judge. I'pou this case let me ask your attention lo
what he said:."There is, however," said he, "one
cheering and consolatory reflection. The House of
Representatives, ufter a patient and full examination,camc to the result to Impe&cll Judge Peck l>>
a very large majority, and the record will show the
absence of ull party feeling. Could I belle.e
that that appeal for influence had mingled Itself with
a predominating power In that vote, no earthly con
e (deration could have prevailed over me to actasonc
or me prosecutors oi this liiipcarinntni. i nave no
word* to express my abhorrence of inv soul »t tinindulgenceof such unhallowed feeliiu uponsuch a solemn procedure. Now, Mr. Mana,- r
Butler talked to you tunny hours; did lie «»»

anything wl*?r or jns'tr or r forHurt-publicthan tha* f Jm' e Spencer knew
w lint » was to be a |i dk<- as « ell us a i>oiit;ci«ti for
twenty years. While on m h ;n \o* «»rk. a

Ifrrut judicial ll^fit In 'lie common law jurltyraueucu
of tha* Ht*te, lie wan \'ie h".n! .ind .. Hit ofa poii'lralparty niid enrne-t atid rvr' n iia in .«i pport
of Its measure* and it «II- Ij'iu tO'ljc; noinvyer,
no suitor, mo erl'ler *c i"* 11"'8y,-o think or
lo foci that Jtidi" Sjien ' "i'1 itneli >vas tliti
politician, or rr I niif tr "or e oi partr feelin"on il. "fudjr *iM'' *r s Jhditli lan In tlio ,

H<*tse -f l.iyu " : Saucer in
v.-, i1 :r could only say

Mifti t >.}' tr-' llg "'I <* '' lie wot III h*V(»
,, i, ,'in v. i i' b® abhoirati U iu

, n«''io - ». < « i»r«. 1 a, in<i>.-»
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